
WELCOME TO FIFTH GRADE
5th Grade Religion and Science/Health Information

Teacher- Mrs. Colleen Halpin ~ Religion, Science/Health
Mrs. Melanie Williams ~ Social Studies/Literature

Email - chalpin5641@stroseschool.net
mwilliams5641@stroseschool.net

Textbooks- Elevate Science and We Believe Please be sure all workbooks
are covered with contact paper and the student's name is written in the
workbook.

Supplies General Supplies - Notebooks for the following subjects:
Science and Religion, expandable file folder, pens (blue or black), red pen,
pencils, highlighters, crayons, colored pencils.

Tests Tests are given at the completion of each chapter or unit.  They are
announced well in advance of the date given.  Test schedule is posted both
on the classroom board and google classroom.  A review of
material will be given prior to the test.  Quizzes are
given periodically. Tests are an indication of a child’s progress, but
are never used as the sole means of evaluation.  Also included in
the assessment of a child’s progress is:

Homework Homework link can be accessed through Google Classroom.
Assigned throughout the week as a reinforcement of class lessons.
We do not require that homework be signed, but we encourage
you to be attentive to the assigned work.  Unfinished class work
must be completed as homework.  Parents will
always be notified if a child is falling behind on his/her assign-
ments.  The children must develop responsibility for completing
work on a timely basis.  Please try not to make excuses for
incomplete work.  If you feel your child is struggling with the



amount of homework, please contact us.
Work and announcements will be in Google Classroom. Your child may use
a notebook or a planner to write down assignments and important
information.

Classwork Your child is expected to come to class prepared each day, be
attentive, and participate in class discussions.  Attitude and
participation are taken into consideration.  Classwork, as well as notebooks
and workbooks, is collected and checked periodically for progress.  All work
is to be done neatly.

Vocabulary is assigned in Literature, Social Studies, Science and
Religion. It is an important part of your child’s learning experience.

Projects Individual and group projects are assigned periodically.  All
projects and assignments are fully explained, and include the
rubric that will be used for grading.

Cooperative
Learning Cooperative-learning groups will be used in several subjects at

various times during the year.  This learning experience gives
your child the opportunity to interact with classmates in
academic areas.  Each child will contribute to the group, while
being assessed as a whole.

It is expected that all students maintain similar classroom standards
in their Special classes.



Curriculum Information
Literature:

This curriculum area covers all aspects involved in learning the
English language, including reading, writing, grammar skills, vocabulary
and spelling.  The Next Generation Standards which emphasize the
reading and analyzing of both fictional and nonfiction material will be taught
utilizing a variety of resources.

The fifth grade will be learning these skills through novel studies.  We
will read an entire novel in order for the children to understand how
character and plot develop and change.  Reading the entire novel will, most
importantly, aid in comprehension.

It is important that students always have a book with them in school
for independent reading and that they read for at least 15 minutes a night
for pleasure.

Social Studies:
The grade 5 social studies curriculum stresses geographic,

economic, and social/cultural understandings related to the United States,
Canada, and nations in Latin America today.  These perspectives build on
and reinforce historic and political content about the United States included
in the grade 4 Social Studies program.  When appropriate, the grade 5
program uses contemporary examples to help students understand the
curriculum.



Religion Topics Overview

Unit 1 Jesus Christ Shares His Life with Us
Unit 2 Confirmation and Eucharist Complete Our Initiation
Unit 3 The Sacraments of Healing Restore Us
Unit 4 We Love and Serve As Jesus Did
Seasonal Chapters

The Liturgical Year, Advent, Christmas, Lent, Triduum , Easter

The parts of the Mass, prayers, and Family Life Program will also be
included in Religion class.  Family Life Program will take place in the
spring.
*Students will be taking chapter tests, quizzes and completing projects.

Science Topics Overview

The fifth grade curriculum will include the study of the Scientific Method, the
Engineering Process, and various topics in Life Science, Earth Science,
and Physical Science. Throughout these chapters students will be
performing investigations, completing various projects, and taking chapter
tests/quizzes.

Health

The Health curriculum is incorporated into the Science curriculum.
Students will be evaluated in Health throughout the year, while only
receiving one final grade in the third trimester.  This grade will be a
cumulative grade of all tests, quizzes, and projects administered throughout
the year.



Some important reminders:

● Your child needs to be in school on time.  Lateness will cause your
child to begin his/her day at a disadvantage.  Excessive lateness will
be reflected in Personal Growth on the report card.

● Check the Google Classroom daily for homework, notices, test
schedule, and important dates.

● When your child is absent, check the Google Classroom for the day's
work or the day's homework. Please send in an absence note on
the day they return to school.

● Students may retrieve forgotten items by no later than 3:00
Monday-Thursday, 2:45 on Fridays and the days prior to vacations,
and 12:00 on half days.  Parents may not accompany students to the
classroom.

● Please consult the school handbook for the policy regarding the
uniform/gym dress code and illegal absences.  There is a specific
school policy stated in the handbook for work that is assigned while
you are on vacation.

● Lunches may not be dropped off at school.  If a child has forgotten
his/her lunch, the school will provide a modest lunch.  Forgotten
lunches will not be delivered to the classroom.

● Pizza and hot lunch are pre-ordered. Annual milk fee per child is
$50.00

● Just as in Fourth Grade birthday treats are no longer necessary.
Students are encouraged to dress up on their special day.



● Please remember to send in a note if there is any change in bus
or pick-up routine. Also, bus students may only ride the bus to
which he/she is assigned.  There is no transfer of bus privileges to
any other bus.

● The use of cell phones, cameras, and any other electronic devices
with camera capacity is strictly prohibited in school, on school
property, or on school trips.

If, at any time, you have questions or comments, please feel free to contact
me:

Class Website: Go to www.stroseschool.net
Under Directory, click on “Class Pages”;
then click on “Fifth Grade”

E-mail: chalpin5641@stroseschool.net
mwilliams5641@stroseschool.net

If you feel a conference is necessary, please indicate in your
communication what your concern is so that we can be prepared and make
the most of the conference time. We will schedule a phone call or a
conference. Working together, we are sure we’ll have a successful year!
Thank you for all your help and cooperation!

Mrs. Halpin
Mrs. Williams


